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Question Time: New languages 


What new tongue would you learn? 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune night editor 


[Editor’s note: To participate in future queries, keep an eye on our Twitter 


and Facebook accounts. | 


Learning new languages is hard. This is especially true if you’re an adult, 
far past the years when taking them in would be easiest. So, we wanted to 
know: “If you had the power to instantly, completely learn only one 
language you don’t already know, which one would you pick, and why?” To 
allow for more answers, we’re changing the Question Time format a bit to 
allow for more answers. Even still, we weren’t able to include answers 


including: Chinese, Italian and Japanese. 


Funny 


“Klingon.” — Triesha Hile 


“Klingon. I can’t operate a Warbird without knowing at least a little.” — 


Todd Jordan 


“Wingdings. I don’t understand why ‘N’ equals ‘skull and crossbones.’ 


Why?!?” — Katie Guyer 


“Woman.” — Tyson LaTroy Neal 


Serious 


“Russian. Have a few friends from there, and want to visit the country one 


day. From all they have told me it would be interesting.” — Dennis White 


“[American] Sign Language, because I know people who are deaf and 
because you can talk to someone in sign language without speaking when 


you are somewhere where you have to be quiet.” — Laura Tripp Kessler 


“Danish. I have a dear friend from Denmark who lived with me as a foreign 
exchange student over 25 years ago. We have kept close since, but only in 
English. It’d be nice to converse with her in her native language!” — 


Natalie N. Godfrey 


“Korean. My mom is Korean and I [am] fascinated with Korean culture and 


food.” — Corrie Buntyn 


Our answers 


“For me it would be Spanish. I studied it my entire college career, as well as 
in high school, but I still don’t feel I can adequately carry on a conversation. 
I’d love to spend more time learning to understand what my brother’s 
mother-in-law is saying to me when we'’re all together for a family visit.” — 


Jill Bond 


“T would learn PHP so I could become an unstoppable programmer.” — 


Hillarie Hazelton 


“Spanish, because it is almost as common as English, and it is the second 


most used language in our community! :)” — Kris Cree 


“There’s a lot of tempting answers here. I’ve always wanted to learn 
American Sign Language, but not for any particular reason. In the end, I’d 
have to go for Latin, though. Even though it’s a dead language I’d still feel 
accomplished knowing the roots of today’s modern tongues.” — Rob 


Burgess 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454- 
8577, via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


